


New Faces and New Roles
The Centre for Rural Economy was established in 1991, financed by an Appeal in memory of the University Chancellor, the Duke of Northumberland. It was decided to use the fund in its entirety to appoint a Duke of Northumberland Chair in Rural Economy, and two Research Fellows, named after major donors to the appeal. The money available was not always enough to fund all three posts, and there have therefore been times when one or both fellowships have been vacant. However, this has enabled us to appoint two new CRE Research Fellows this year.
Here they are:
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Margaret Adesugba completed her PhD in Agriculture, Food and Rural Development at Newcastle University as a Commonwealth Scholar. She has an MSc with distinction in Agricultural Development Economics from the University of Reading, and a BSc. in Agriculture 1st class from Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria. She worked at the International Food Policy Research Centre on the determinants of youth employment and career aspirations and on the determinants of agricultural finance in Nigeria. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Elizabeth Lawson’s work explores the intersection of water, rurality and governance. Her recent research has examined water and wastewater governance and policy in rural and island communities in Scotland, focusing on how institutional arrangements shape access, equity and resilience. She holds an Eng D in Water Engineering from the University of Exeter and previously worked in the Europe and Central Asia Climate and Environment team at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), whilst based in Tirana, Albania. Elizabeth joins us from the Civil and Geospatial Engineering group in the School of Engineering at Newcastle and looks forward to further expanding her research field and to building collaborations across the faculty.

The Duke of Northumberland International Visiting Research Fellow 2026
In addition, in 2026 the CRE plans to appoint an International Visiting Research Fellow to spend time collaborating with a member (or group) of CRE staff on, for example, a publication; research grant proposal; or special issue of a journal. £6,000 is available to cover travel, accommodation and visas.
 The Visiting Fellow will spend six weeks in CRE, or two trips of three weeks. Engagement with PhD students is expected, as is the delivery of seminar sessions to PhD students, and a seminar/lecture to staff.
The deadline for applications is 20th March.
For further information please contact sally.shortall@newcastle.ac.uk


Two of our Ph.D. students added new roles as Associate Lecturer.  Here is a little bit more about them.
Khalid Medan[image: A person wearing glasses and a suit

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]i:   Khalid’s academic background includes a B Sc degree in Agricultural Economics, and an M Sc in Agri-food Marketing, with a research focus on consumer behaviour towards organic food products. His broader research and teaching interests include consumer behaviour, marketing strategy, agricultural economics, and agri-business management. He also supervises final-stage students undertaking dissertations and innovation consultancy projects. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Alexandra (Alex) Neill:    Alex specialises in marketing, sustainable food supply chains, and food and agri-business. She brings a practical business perspective to her teaching position, having previously managed marketing and operations at organisations including The Economist and Clarion Events. Her current research is dedicated to understanding and minimising hospitality food waste.

In February, CRE welcomed Research Associate Dr Stuart Brown. Stuart is working with Amy Proctor and the wider RESPECT project (see “Project News”) team at the Universities of Glasgow, Hull and Stirling, leading on knowledge exchange and stakeholder engagement for a project exploring peatland restoration.
[image: A person wearing glasses and smiling

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Steven Hall:  Steve is certainly not a new face – but in May he acquired a new role as Percy PhD Researcher focusing on land use, policy, and power relations in shaping the lived experiences of tenant farmers in Northern England. He has been employed at Newcastle University since 2003 initially as Computing Officer within the School of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. In 2015, he transitioned from this role to lead the implementation of the Institute for Agri-Food Research and Innovation (IAFRI), a strategic partnership between Newcastle University and Fera Science Ltd. He also managed the University’s contribution to Crop Health and Protection (CHAP). Since 2019, Steve has been based in the SAgE Faculty Office, where he has been responsible for the development of software applications supporting financial, research, and administrative functions. 
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